
OCAMT-SCIENCE 6-7-8 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

MR. O’HALA             
 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  Mohala@ocamt.academy 
                                 *Please use email for all daily communications. It is much easier and more 
                                  Effective than phoning. It is my goal to get back to all home directed 
                                  Communications in 24 hours. 
 
HOURS:  ON CAMPUS M-TH 7:15-3:45 
                 ONLINE        FRI- 9:00- 1:00 
 
WELCOME: 
                Welcome to OCAMT Science for the ‘20-’21 school year. I am Mr. Milan O'Hala and I 
will be your teacher for this year long class. This is my second year at OCAMT and my 25th 
year in education overall. I look forward to leading you during these challenging times and 
together we can make great academic strides to prepare you for your future.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION- EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE 6 
Earth and Space Science is the study of the processes that shape the Earth and explain the 
universe. This course will explore the four main branches of Earth Science, which includes the 
following: geology, oceanography, meteorology, and astronomy. In this physical science course, 
students will learn in detail about the Earth’s interior and the theory of plate tectonics. Students 
will learn about Earth’s systems and their interactions. Students will also explore the current 
theories that describe the formation or Earth, our Solar System, and the universe. Students will 
learn about the relationship between Earth Science and technology. 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION- LIFE SCIENCE 7 
 The middle school life science course is designed to give students the necessary skills for a 
smooth transition from elementary life science standards to high school biology standards. The 
purpose is to give all students an overview of common strands in life science including, but not 
limited to, diversity of living organisms, structure and function of cells, heredity, ecosystems, and 
biological evolution Students will develop the skill necessary to keep records of their 
observations and use those records to analyze the data they collect. They observe and use 
observations to explain diversity of living organisms and how the organisms are classified. They 
use different models to represent systems such as cells, tissues, and organs. They use what 
they know about ecosystems to explain the cycling of matter and energy. They use the concepts 
of natural selection and fossil evidence in explanations. Seventh graders write instructions, 
describe observations, and show information in graphical form. When analyzing the data they 
collect, seventh graders can recognize relationships in simple charts and graphs and find more 
than one way to interpret their findings. The students replicate investigations and compare 
results to find similarities and differences. 



 
COURSE DESCRIPTION- PHYSICAL SCIENCE 8 
Physical Science is a full-year course that investigates the fundamentals of Physics, Chemistry, 
Astronomy, and Earth Science. Math skills will be called upon as force, motion, and energy are 
investigated. The properties of matter, atomic structure, and chemical reactions allow the 
student to acquire an understanding of the world around them at a microscopic level. Electricity, 
magnetism, and waves will be discussed as the student learns how these are formed and the 
features that characterize them. The class also incorporates topics concerning the physical 
processes on earth, and the motions, characteristics, and forces in space.  
 
IEP/504 PLANS 
If through diagnoses, properly tested, and a formal learning plan is on file with the school and 
state you are entitled to additional academic support. Programs, guidelines, and support have 
been put in place for your academic success. If you have a plan please confer (advocate for 
yourself)  with your teachers and support personnel. If you are unclear of instructions or 
expected outcomes please communicate with your teacher for full explanations and 
understanding.  
 
 
GRADING SCALE 
                                 90%-100%= A 
                                 80%-89%= B 
                                 70%-79%= C 
                                 60%-69%= D 
                                59% below=F  
 
SCHOOL/CLASS POLICIES 
1. Cell phones and other electronic devices shall not be used during lessons. If the student 
chooses to use their device during the class period, the student is then subject to a write-up and 
possible In-School-Suspension “ISS”. 
 2. Students will report to class prepared. All class materials should be in the student’s 
possession and ready for each class. 
 3. Students are responsible for the work that is missed while they were absent. Students will 
take the initiative to ask the teacher what was missed the previous day and complete any 
assignments that were given.  
4. Students will be respectful to others in the classroom. (See the bullying policy in the student 
handbook for further explanation.)  
5. Students are expected to be attentive, cooperative, and involved.  
6. Late work will earn half credit. No credit will be given to assignments that are more than three 
days late.  
7. Cheating and/or copying another student’s work will result in the student earning a zero for 
the assignment.  
8. Food and drink are not permitted in the classroom.  
 



PROGRESSIVE DISCIPLINE PLAN: 
 
Please be advised that the following policy has been adopted middles school wide. 

1. First response- Redirect student to meaningful learning 
2. Second response- Move student to a quiet focused learning area in the classroom 
3. Third response- Incident report will be written for further follow through 
4. Fourth response- Remove student for 5-10 minutes into a team teacher room after which 

they will rejoin class. 
5. Removed to front office for administrative assistance 

 


